Eulogy

To Mariko from your parents
December 4, 2003
     It is said that the importance of one person’s life is measured by its fulfillment rather than the number of years. However, Mariko’s life in this world of only 20 years was far too short. It is just so difficult to accept the fact that you are gone. How could it have happened that our only beloved daughter has departed from this world before us, your parents. Our sorrow is far deeper than anyone could ever imagine and is unbearable.

     When we look back Mariko’s brief life, we reflect on countless happy memories, the dreams, the hopes and expectations. They are clearly coming back to us. Particularly, the trips you took us on to LVC, Pittsburgh, Washington, D.C., Philadelphia, New York and Boston are most memorable. Further more, we had many more great plans ahead of us, didn’t we? We can not express enough how remorseful we now feel. But, Dear Marko, because of you, we three could feel such happiness and joy together.
     Mariko, you were gifted with many talents. More than what we expected of you, you were adventuresome, energetic, unpretentious, positive in your actions, open minded, affectionate and very intelligent. You were almost too good for us. You were more than any parent could ask for in a daughter. You were our most prized treasure.

We were told that you were the sunshine of the campus at the Lebanon Valley College. As parents, we are extremely proud of you, dear Mariko. You were surrounded by overflowing love by many people and you spent your days as a LVC student filled with passion and affection. Realizing these things gives us gives us comfort and source of pride. We believe you will live in the hearts of your many friends for a long time even after you have gone to the heaven. You were also given unlimited love by every member of Kruth family, who were your host family in the US. Mariko, you were a truly blessed daughter.
Mariko, you were the sparkling sunshine for us also. You have left us with countless memory and lessons. You have built many bridges between Japan and America. You have taught your parents how important it is to live one’s life to the fullest and the value of love. We are sorrowful and at the same time we are appreciative.

Dear Mariko, you were a daughter who was beyond our highest dreams or expectation. May you rest in peace.

Kazuo and Kumiko

