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Let me start by addressing some of Mariko’s academic
accomplishments. She was an outstanding chemistry major in our department
who was very active in undergraduate research with myself (Dr. Harris,
Chemistry) and Dr. Patton (Biochemistry). The following lists the academic
highlights of Mariko’s first two years at the Valley.

First Year:

*Top of her first-semester freshman chemistry class

*Successfully challenged the second semester Freshman class by scoring in
the 95th percentile nationwide on the difficult standardized American
Chemical Society exam

*Worked with me (Dr. Harris) on thee design of a new inorganic Laboratory
course to be offered in ‘04/°05, she was the primary investigator on all of the
labs we have chosen to adopt for that course “Completed a challenging
second-year-majors-only writing process course in Inorganic Chemistry

First Year Summer:

*Chosen to participate in a Merck/AAAS funded interdisciplinary research
project with myself and Dr. Patton, where she split time between our two labs
synthesizing molecules that she used to fluorescently label (image) proteins
*As a first year student Mariko mastered laboratory techniques which often
require years of training and supervision

Second Year:

*Presented her summer research at the 216th National Meeting of the
American Chemical Society held in New York City on Sept. 19. the paper she
presented was titled, Fluorescent Ruthenium Polypyridine Tags for the
Immunolocalization of Proteins.

*Successfully challenged the calculus based physics course by scoring in the
top one percentile among her peers which includes very strong physics majors
*She was currently among the top students in the Organic Chemistry course
taught by Dr. Wigal and was an asset to her peers and the instructor in that
class.

*Continued to work in Dr. Patton’s research lab focusing on additional
labeling studies to be included in presentations planned for later next year



*Selected by a Merck Chemical review committee to present the result of her
research at the National Merck/AAAS Meeting to be held in Seattle, Wash. on
Feb. 14, 2004. She was one of only twenty five researchers selected
nationwide to this symposia.

From this list of accomplishments it is easy to see that Mariko was a star
and an incredible student of science, but beyond these achievements she was a
better student of life, because she made everyone around her a better person.
In her tragically short time with us she positively altered the equilibrium of
our department through her contagious smiles, indelible laughter, omnipresent
charm, courageous spirit, and selfless heart. We are all blessed to have known
her, thank you, Mariko.
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