On the summer research

I think the hands-on research plays a significant role in pursuing a career in science. Gaining the experience made me feel more comfortable in a lab, and gave me a lot of confidence when working with many new materials. It is of a big excitement when I can actually apply my knowledge in the experiments, or understand new concepts that were vague when learning in class, and to see new things work as we expected. Building a project with a professor is another part of the excitement. It gave me a sense that I am a part of the project, and therefore I felt very responsible to what I was doing. I can say that this hands-on research definitely helped me learn much faster. 
It also gave me a new way of looking at the scientists. It takes lots of time, effort and money, which I never thought of before. Enormous amounts of research have been done in the past, and it is very difficult to be noble. I’ve become to appreciate the great achievements of the early scientists, and all the costly equipment we use in a lab. It made me think what it is to be a scientist, and it is preparing me acquire a higher education. (I wish I could say I want to be a scientist in the future, but it actually made me realize that I did not want to. At least not a pioneering scientist, but using science as a tool will be ok, like analyzing the evidence in a lab. It assured me that I was more interested in biology than inorganic, though.)

The conference was such a great opportunity to see the field that other people are working on, and to have people understand what I have done in my research. Explaining to other people also helped me understand the research better. It was also very interesting and exciting to get a response on the research. Some scientists actually propose some ideas they have, and I think interacting with other scientists could be a new start to the next research. It gave me an outside view of my research, and I think it is important to interact with others rather than just working in a lab by yourself, especially when trying to cut the edge. 

